
Ben Franklin Ranked Best in
State for Fourth Straight Year

New History Teacher for Franklin

     For the fourth consecutive year,
Ben Franklin High School has been
declared Louisiana’s top ranked
public high school as regards stu-
dent achievement by the Louisi-
ana State Department of Educa-
tion. The school’s cumulative
score of 201.9 breaks the mythical
200-point barrier for the first time
and places Franklin High far ahead
of its nearest rivals (see chart be-
low).
     A high school’s score is deter-
mined by a complex matrix of
scores from four main areas; LEAP
scores (60%) and IOWA test
scores (30%) are averaged with

school attendance records (5%)
and drop-out rates (5%) to deter-
mine a school’s overall score.
     Educators who have studied
the scoring process, which ini-
tially had 220 as a “perfect” mark,
conclude that a score of 100 or bet-
ter indicates that a school is do-
ing a good job in educating its stu-
dents. A score of over 130 is con-
sidered very good, and a grade of
150 or better indicates truly supe-
rior performance. For the past three
years, Ben Franklin High has lead
the state academically with scores
in the mid 190’s. This year, the
school has made a quantum leap
into the rarefied air of “over 200.”
Congratulations to our students,
faculty and administration.

by Staff Writers

Academic Top Ten
Louisiana High Schools
Ben Franklin H/S (Orleans) 201.9
Caddo Magnet H/S (Caddo) 177.5
Baton Rouge H/S (E.Baton Rouge) 172.0
LSU Lab School 146.6
Mandeville H/S (Tammany) 138.0
Northshore H/S (Tammany) 131.8
Harrisonburg H/S (Catahoula) 130.4
Anacoco H/S (Vernon) 125.7
Edna Karr H/S (Orleans) 125.3
Live Oak H/S (Livingston) 124.3
                 ....also of interest....
McDonogh 35 H/S (Orleans) 119.0
McMain H/S (Orleans) 118.6

School  (Parish)            Score

School Sets New Record,
Scores 201.9 for 2004

Ms. Christen Congratulates
Franklin Students and Staff

     While everyone in the Ben
Franklin school community is ex-
cited that Franklin has been named

the number one academic public
high school in the state of Louisi-
ana for 2004, there is no one hap-
pier than our principal, Ms. Carol
Christen.
     “This accomplishment is won-
derful, and it’s a credit to the stu-
dents and staff for all of their hard
work.” Ms. Christen declared.
     Not only did Franklin remain as
the number one academic high
school in the state, its score rose
from 193.6 in 2003 to this year’s
201.9. Ms. Christen attributes this
8.3-point jump to the class of 2007.
As freshman, members of that
class achieved an impressive 95%
composite score on the Iowa Test.
That, coupled with a large number

of advanced placement (AP) stu-
dents in social studies and science
and a high attendance record, led
Franklin to the top for the fourth
consecutive year.
     How have we stayed number
one for so long? “We attract good
students,” Ms. Christen says,
“and our teachers are still meeting
the challenge to teach them.”
     Ms. Christen also has plans to
keep our school at the top of the
heap. She says that Franklin
teachers are addressing the stan-
dards that the LEAP and Iowa
Tests specifically focus on, so that
tests will directly relate to what is
being taught in the classrooms at
Franklin.

     According to Mr. Jerry
Schumacher, he became a member
of the Franklin History Department
by fate. “I showed up to register
my daughter the day before the
teachers had to report, and found
that her World History class had a
vacancy,” Schumacher said. He
felt almost as if the opportunity
was a sign of his calling to become
a high school history teacher, and
is extremely grateful to Ms. Chris-
ten for offering him the position.
     Mr. Schumacher was born and
raised in New Orleans, and at-
tended Isidore Newman School
from kindergarten to eighth grade.
He attended Woodberry Forest
School for boys, a boarding
school in Virginia for high school,
and also briefly attended the
Emma Willard Private School in
Troy, New York. For his senior

by Brooke Hilzim
year of high school, Mr.
Schumacher returned to New Or-
leans and came to Franklin while
attending NOCCA for writing.  Mr.
Schumacher received a degree in
History from LSU with a minor in
English, earned his teaching cer-
tificate from SUNO and a Master’s
degree from Xavier. He has taught
first grade at Fisk Howard Elemen-
tary, A.D. Crossman, and the New
Orleans Free School, bringing his
tenure in the public school sys-
tem to a total of thirteen years.
     Mr. Schumacher has always
had great interest in education,
though the experience has not al-
ways been smooth. He recalls one
time near the end of his LSU ca-
reer when he was informed that he
was one history credit short of
graduation, as he had used an AP
credit for part of his freshman An-
cient History requirement. As a

soon-to-be-graduating history
major, Mr. Schumacher felt com-
petent enough to test out of an
introductory history course. Upon
completing the test, he was in-
formed that he had passed the es-
say portion but had failed the mul-
tiple choice. Apparently, the
Scantron sheet had been fed into
the machine backwards. “I had
just never dreamed that that could
happen,” Schumacher said. De-
spite such bumps in the road, Mr.
Schumacher continues to further
his education by taking classes at
Loyola University and hopes to
receive a doctorate in History, and
would love to teach European His-
tory, should the position ever
open up (“Not that I’m going after
Diego…[Mr. Gonzalez]). Mr.
Schumacher is also a musician,
specializing in guitar, and would
like to travel around Europe to play

music.
     Mr. Schumacher has been im-
pressed with the Franklin stu-
dents’ potential, but would like to
see them express more intellectual
curiosity and flexibility. “Almost
every time I say something, stu-
dents will often ask ‘Will this be
on the test?’, as if they are unwill-
ing to learn more than they are re-
quired to,” Schumacher points
out.
     One of Mr. Schumacher’s guid-
ing principles is the idea that a
person doesn’t have to limit the
interests that he/she can pursue,
and he hopes that students will
learn that they can schedule time
for all of their interests and won’t
have to cut any if they manage
their time well. Another popular
idea Mr. Schumacher dislikes is the
use of the term “buff” (i.e. history
buff); he prefers to use the term

“unaffiliated scholar” to describe
his passion for history as beyond
that of a hobbyist nor does he
claim to be the ultimate authority
on the subject.
     Mr. Schumacher is very excited
to work with Franklin students and
share his love of international mili-
tary history, an opportunity he did
not have when working with el-
ementary school students.
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Ben Franklin
Homecoming

Court

Jade Fleury
Holly Wood Erin Jensen Matthew Hardy Braden Yandle

Dante Mariani

Manu KamatKatlyn Oglesby Olivia Sturm Olivia Saito Courtney Wilson Stephen Andrus Shane Shaddix Bobby Zhang

Elizabeth Pritchard Carol Shih Paul Mitchell Atif Riaz

SENIOR MAIDS SENIOR DUKES

Dax HawkinsSterling Roberts
JUNIOR MAIDS JUNIOR DUKES

SOPHOMORE DUKESSOPHOMORE MAIDS

Samantha KuhnJamie GuichardCourtney Coffee Andre Folse Paul Frayle Byron Lockhart
QUEEN KING

Senior Class Wins Spirit Week
Juniors Take Second, Sophomores Third

Seniors
60
45
125
60
30
125
100
125
60
45
30
40
60
125
125

1155

FRESHMAN MAID FRESHMAN DUKE

     Despite determined efforts from the other grades, the
Seniors were victorious in Spirit Week once again. The Jun-
iors placed second, Sophomores were third. Keeping with
tradition, the  Freshmen placed last.
     On their way to victory, the “Sports Center Seniors” had
some big wins, coming in first place in class song, class
skit, T-shirt design, and class banner. They also blew away
the competition in the canned food collection with 20.3 cans
per student;  the second-place-winning sophomores were
far behind with 6.6 cans per student.
     The “Nick Juniors” finished in second place by pulling
off first place wins in the door competition, team volleyball,
and the boys’ tug-of-war; they even managed second place

by Dana Walkenhorst in class skit despite frequent technical difficulties. Their
weakness was in the area of participation, coming in last
place in the Nerd Day, Color Day, and Dress-Up Day com-
petitions.
     In spite of the Sophomore class’s live band, the team
came in last place for class song, perhaps due to their crowd
surfing. The “Freshmen of Bel-Air” had lots of school spirit,
but couldn’t compete with the class of ’05.
   Spirit Week 2004 may have ended, as usual, with the Se-
niors holding the Spirit Stick, but at least everyone got to
eat ice cream sandwiches and listen to live music by the
band Ellipsis in the Franklin courtyard.

       Event
Nerd Day
Color Day
Canned Food
DressUp Day
T-Shirt Day
Banner
Door
T-Shirt Design
B-Ball
V-Ball
T. of War (B)
T. of War (G)
Alph. Run
Class Skit
Class Song

   Overall

Freshmen
45
30
50
30
45
50
50
50
45
30
10
10
15
50
75

585

Sophomores
30
60
100
45
15
75
75
75
15
15
20
20
45
75
50

715

Juniors
15
15
75
15
60
100
125
100
30
60
40
30
30
100
100

895

SPIRIT WEEK SCORES


